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CABINET 

 

 
Wednesday, 19th July, 2017 

 
Present:  Councillor Miles Parkinson (in the Chair), Councillors Clare Cleary, 

Paul Cox, Munsif Dad, Gareth Molineux and Ken Moss 
 

In Attendance: Councillors Tony Dobson, Glen Harrison, Terry Hurn and Paul Thompson 

  

  
 

 
83 Apologies for Absence 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

84 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
 
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations. 
 

85 Minutes of Cabinet 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of Cabinet held on 14th June 2017 were submitted for approval 
as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

86 Minutes of Boards, Panels and Working Groups 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Local Plan Member Working Group held on 19th June 
2017 were submitted. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and noted. 
 
 
The following item was submitted as urgent business with the Chair’s agreement in 
accordance with Section 100B(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the reason being to 
provide information as soon as possible. 
 

87 Report of Urgent Cabinet Decision  -  Proposal to Designate a Private Landlord 
Selective Licensing Scheme (Parts of Accrington and Church) 
 
A copy of a signed Urgent Cabinet Decision form and accompanying report relating to the 
Propoasl to Designate a Private Landlord Selective Licensing Scheme (Parts of Accrington 
and Church) was submitted for information. 
 
Resolved - That the use of the Urgent Cabinet Decision Procedure 

be noted. 
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88 Reports of Cabinet Members 
 
There were no reports. 
 

89 National Non Domestic Rates Revaluation Support Scheme Consultation 
 
The Leader of the Council (Councillor Miles Parkinson) submitted a report seeking approval 
to commence a public consultation on plans for Hyndburn Borough Council’s National Non 
Domestic Rates Discretionary Revaluation Relief Scheme.  The draft scheme was 
appended to the report.  Approval of the report was not deemed a key decision. 
 
Reasons for Decision 
 
1) National Non Domestic Rates (NNDR), or Business Rates are a tax on 
organisations or companies using a building or office space for business purposes and the 
calculation of a NNDR bill is based on a ‘rateable value’ which is determined by the 
Valuation Office Agency.  In April 2017, a new valuation list was implemented nationally 
with the intention of bringing rateable values in line with property market changes which had 
occurred since the last valuation list was published in 2010.  Nationally, with the exception 
of London, average NNDR bills have reduced as a result of the 2017 revaluation.  Across 
the North West here has been an average 10% reduction and in Hyndburn a 9.3% 
reduction. 
 
2) In the Spring 2017 Budget, the Government announced a series of temporary 
financial support schemes for businesses affected by the 2017 revaluation, which included 
Discretionary Revaluation Relief Scheme (DRRS).  To support DRRS, the Government 
announced £300 million for local councils to finance such a scheme.  The extra funding 
could only support relief schemes targeted at businesses facing an increase in their 
business rates bill following the revaluation and that was a condition of the grant.  Currently, 
unallocated grant had to be repaid to the Government. 
 
3) Whilst the policy was fully funded by central government, Billing Authorities had to 
design their own revaluation relief schemes to fit their own circumstances and to also 
satisfy criteria set by the Government.  28% of Hyndburn businesses had seen an increase 
in their rateable value as a result of the 2017 revaluation.  It was  the Council’s intention to 
design and implement a fair, equitable and streamlined scheme which would provide 
support for small and medium businesses in Hyndburn.  The initial proposal, which would 
be presented for consultation alongside alternative schemes, would provide a percentage 
rate of support to businesses that had seen a significant increase in their bills, with the 
exception of a number of businesses who fell into the categories listed in Paragraph 3.11 of 
the report.  Businesses that had seen no change or a reduction in their rateable values 
would not be eligible for the scheme. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 
 
A failure to design and implement a Discretionary Revaluation Relief Scheme would most 
likely result in the scheme funding being returned to central government and local 
businesses missing out on vital financial support. 

Resolved (1) That the Deputy Chief Executive be authorised to 
commence a public consultation on plans for a National 
Non Domestic Rates Revaluation Relief Scheme;  
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 (2) That it be noted that the consultation would run for four 
weeks from 20th July 2017 to 19th August 2017 and that 
the final recommendations would be placed before Full 
Council on 21st September 2017;  

 (3) That it be noted that final detail of funding constraints 
for the scheme were still to be released by the 
Government (having been delayed by the election) and 
that the proposed scheme for Hyndburn might be 
subject to change;  and,  

 (4) That it be noted that the proposed Discretionary 
Revaluation Relief Scheme would initially apply to the 
financial year 2017-18 but that it would be proposed that 
the Deputy Chief Executive be given power to continue 
the scheme in subsequent years, subject to the 
availability of government funding with power to make 
minor changes without further approval. 

 
90 Overview and Scrutiny Work Programmes 2017-18 

 
The Chair of the Communities and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny Committee (Councillor 
Glen Harrison) submitted a report seeking consideration of and comment on the draft 
2017/18 Overview and Scrutiny Work Programmes.  The Work Programmes and the 
Criteria for selecting items were appended to the report.  Approval of the report was not 
deemed a key decision. 
 
Reasons for Decision 
 
At the beginning of each Municipal Year, the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committees 
agreed their respective work programme for the year, the process for which was set out in 
the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule C6(a). 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 
 
Cabinet was the relevant body to consider the work programmes, pursuant to the Council’s 
Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rule C6(a). 
 
Resolved - That the Work Programmes for the Overview and 

Scrutiny Committees, as appended to the report, be 
noted. 

 
 
The following item was submitted as urgent business with the Chair’s agreement in 
accordance with Section 100B(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the reason being to 
allow the renewal of the Environmental Liability Insurance within the renewal timescale. 
 

91 Waiver of Council Contract Procedure Rules  -  Environmental Liabilities Insurance 
 
The Leader of the Council submitted a report seeking the waiver of the Council’s Contract 
Procedure Rules in respect of the renewal of the Environmental Liabilities Insurance.  
Approval of the report was not deemed a key decision. 
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Reasons for Decision 
 
1) In March 2006, the Council’s Housing Stock transferred to Hyndburn Homes and as 
part of the Transfer Agreement the Council had agreed to provide environmental warranties 
for 20 years.  The current 10 year insurance policy which provided cover against any 
pollution liability risks associated with the stock transfer was due to expire on 24th July 
2017. 
 
2) Environmental Liability Insurance was a highly specialised niche market and the 
Council had used an insurance broker to assist in finding the appropriate insurance cover.  
The existing insurance company had indicated it would provide cover again and one other 
potential company had been identified as potentially willing to provide cover.  However, the 
new company had requested significant additional information ahead of quoting for the 
business and that had effectively removed them from the process.  The Council had 
therefore been left with only one possible bidder for the insurance cover and Cabinet 
approval was required to waive the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules to allow a quote to 
be sought from one company. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 
 
The Council could decide not to renew the Environmental Liability Insurance but that would 
expose it to risk of liability of up to £20 million, the amount that would be covered by the 
insurance if renewed. 
 
Resolved - That the waiver of the Council’s Contract Procedure 

Rules on seeking more than one bid to renew the 
Environmental Liability Insurance be agreed.  

 
 
The following item was submitted as urgent business with the Chair’s agreement in 
accordance with Section 100B(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the reason being to 
ensure the most up to date information available was provided. 
 

92 Financial Position  -  June 2017  -  Report for the Year Ending 31st March 2018 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Resources (Councillor Gareth Molineux) submitted a report on the 
financial spending of the Council for the Accounting Year 2017/18.  The financial detail of 
the report was shown as a table at the end of the report.  The spend for the first quarter of 
the financial year was £2,474,354 compared to a Budget for June of £2,444,855 giving a 
small adverse variance of £29,499.  The current forecast spend to the end of the financial 
year in March 2018 was £11,209,000 compared to a Budget of £11,197,000.  That forecast 
produced a small annual adverse variance of £12,000.  The main areas of financial 
pressure were Parks and Cemeteries, Planning and Transportation and Regeneration and 
Property Services.  Approval of the report was not deemed a key decision. 
 
Reasons for Decision 
 
To inform Cabinet of the financial spending of the Council at the end of June 2017 and the 
prediction of the outturn position to the end of the financial year in March 2018. 
 
There were no alternative options for consideration or reasons for rejection. 
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Resolved - That the report be noted and Corporate Management 

Team be requested to look to reduce costs and increase 
income over the remainder of the year to improve the 
Council’s overall financial position. 

 
93 Exclusion of the Public 

 

Recommended - That, in accordance with Section 100A(4)  Local 
Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
meeting during the following items, when it was likely, 
in view of the nature of the proceedings that there 
would otherwise be disclosure of exempt information 
within the Paragraph at Schedule 12A of the Act 
specified at the items. 

 
The following item was submitted as urgent business with the Chair’s agreement in 
accordance with Section 100B(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the reason being to 
allow the sale of the land to proceed. 
 

94 Disposal of Land at the Junction of Hermitage Street and Parker Street, Rishton 
 
Exempt information under the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12A, Paragraph 3  -  
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including 
the authority holding that information). 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Housing and Regeneration (Councillor Clare Cleary) submitted an 
exempt report seeking approval to a revision of the terms for the sale of Council-owned 
public open space at the junction of Parker Street and Hermitage Street, Rishton.  Approval 
of the report was not deemed a key decision. 
 
Reasons for Decision 
 
The reasons for the decision were set out in the exempt report. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 
 
The alternative options considered and the reasons for rejection were set out in the exempt 
report. 
 
Resolved - That the disposal of the Council’s land at the Junction 

of Hermitage Street and Parker Street, Rishton on the 
revised terms set out in Paragraph 3.6 of the report be 
approved. 
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The following item was submitted as urgent business with the Chair’s agreement in 
accordance with Section 100B(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the reason being to 
allow the sale of the property to proceed. 
 

95 Sale of 302 Burnley Road, Accrington, BB5 6HG 
 
Exempt information under the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12A, Paragraph 3  -  
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including 
the authority holding that information). 
 
The Portfolio Holder for Housing and Regeneration submitted an exempt report seeking 
approval to the sale of 302 Burnley Road, Accrington (shown edged red on the plan 
appended to the report and to the acquisition and subsequent disposal of the freehold 
reversion of the two 999 year ground leases relating to the property.  Approval of the 
decision was not deemed a key decision. 
 
Reasons for Decision 
 
The reasons for the decision were set out in the exempt report. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 
 
The alternative options considered and reasons for rejection were set out in the exempt 
report. 

Resolved (1) That the sale of the Council’s interests in the property 
302 Burnley Road, Accrington (shown edged red on the 
plan attached to the report) be approved;   

 (2) That the Head of Regeneration and Housing be 
delegated authority to agree terms for and completion 
of the sale of 302 Burnley Road, Accrington;  and, 

 (3) That the Head of Regeneration and Housing be 
delegated authority to facilitate the sale of 302 Burnley 
Road, Accrington and following consultation with the 
Portfolio Holder for Housing and Regeneration as to the 
purchase price, to agree terms for and completion of the 
purchase of the freehold ground lease reversionary 
interests in the property. 

 
The following item was submitted as urgent business with the Chair’s agreement in 
accordance with Section 100B(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the reason being to 
seek delegated authority to finalise legal and financial terms for disposal. 
 

96 Disposal of Lyndon Playing Fields, Great Harwood 
 
Exempt information under the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12A, Paragraph 3  -  
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including 
the authority holding that information). 
 
The Leader of the Council submitted an exempt report relating to proposals for the disposal 
of Lyndon Playing Fields for residential development and seeking delegated authority to 
finalise legal and financial terms for the disposal.  Approval of the report was deemed a key 
decision. 
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Reasons for Decision 
 
The reasons for the decision were set out in the exempt report. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Reasons for Rejection 
 
The alternative options considered and reasons for rejection were set out in the exempt 
report. 

Resolved (1) That the progress described in the report for the 
proposed disposal of Lyndon Playing Fields for 
residential development be noted;   

 (2) That the Head of Regeneration and Housing be 
delegated authority to conclude negotiations with the 
preferred bidder and to finalise terms for disposal of 
Lyndon Playing Fields in consultation with the 
Executive Director (Legal and Democratic Services), the 
Deputy Chief Executive and the Leader of the Council;  

 (3) That following agreement of terms for the disposal of 
Lyndon Playing Fields, the Executive Director (Legal 
and Democratic Services) be authorised to finalise and 
execute all legal documents and arrangements to 
secure the disposal of Lyndon Playing Fields for 
residential development to the preferred bidder;  and,  

 (4) That the costs that the Council would incur to achieve 
the disposal of the land (Paragraphs 3.10 to 3.13 of the 
report refers), together with the financial risk to the 
Council should the sale fail to materialise (Paragraph 
2.4 of the report refers) be noted.    

 

 
 

 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


